Camp Harlam Alumni Newsletter

Summer/Fall 2009

The No-Brainer Shalom!

What Year Was It?
It was great to see so many of you at alumni day this summer!

Lynn Snyder-Mackler Wins We always strive to make the day one in which you can

Award reminisce and reconnect with your summers at camp while
Simchas having fun and taking advantage of all camp has to offer. If
Alumni Spotlight: Harlam in you Would like to provid? feedback for alumni day, please
Hollywood! email us at harlamalumni@yahoo.com

[JC'"'I Qur Mailing Liﬁt!J We are always looking for people to become involved in

CHAI No matter your age or number of summers at camp, if
you would like to join us and help plan an event, help with
Harlam Alumni Website the newsletter, or anything else you can think of, please email
us at harlamalumni@yahoo.com. This is your organization, so
we encourage everyone's participation.

Quick Links

Camp Harlam Website

Jake Moskowitz's Glasswork

We have many events in the works for the fall; we look
forward to seeing you at one...or all of them!

Don't forget to check out our website
(http://harlam.urjcamps.org/alumni/) so that you can browse
alumni day photos, purchase Harlam alumni merchandise,
update your profile in the alumni gateway, and much much
more! You can also become a fan of ours on Facebook by
clicking here.

Shana Tova to you and your families. We wish you a very
happy and healthy holiday season.

Warm Regards,

CHAI

No-Brainer

The No Brainer Benefit Concert, taking place THIS WEEKEND, will feature great live music, food and
drinks as a kick-off to Philly's united effort to fight brain tumors. The event is organized by the Wisnia
family in honor of their son Dov, a brain tumor survivor, and features plenty of Harlam alumni coming
together for this great cause. The No Brainer will promote the Race For Hope - Philadelphia, with 100%
of the proceeds going towards the National Brain Tumor Society.

We hope that, through this event, we can give back to a community that has really helped our family, and
continues to provide help and hope to those who are going through what we have experienced.



To learn more about this event visit http://www.thenobrainer.org/ or on Facebook at
http://www.facebook.com/home.php#/event.php?eid=115526463379&ref=ts

What Year Was It?

Camp

Ruth Gluck and Jay Frank were co unit heads for Sharon

Danny Gold had a mustache...so did Larry Milder

You're a Good Man Charlie Brown and Hello Dolly were the plays

Chavurah took a trip to a Phillies game while Giborim went to DC

If you were in Sharon Girls 2 you had a bunk song that went: "Here I sit/ writing letter after/
letter to the boys in/ the city who are really/ much better than the/ boys down here who are/
really pretty stinky,/ oh take me back to the/ boys in the city."

World Events

The U.S. broke diplomatic ties with Iran

Eight U.S. servicemen were killed and five were injured as a helicopter and cargo plane collided
in an abortive desert raid to rescue American hostages in Teheran

Anastasio Somoza Debayle, ousted Nicaraguan ruler, and two aides were assassinated in the
Paraguayan capital of Asuncion

Iraqi troops held 90 square miles of Iran after invasion; The 8-year Iran-Iraq War began

U.S. Events

The U.S. Supreme Court upheld limits on federal aid for abortions
Walter Mondale was the Vice President

The price of a first class stamp was $0.15

Three U.S. nuns and a lay worker were found shot in El Salvador

The Pittsburgh Steelers defeated the Los Angeles Rams to win the Super Bowl

The Philadelphia Phillies beat the Kansas City Royals to win the World Series

The Los Angeles Lakers beat the Philadelphia 76ers to win the NBA Championship
The New York Islanders defeated the Philadelphia Flyers to win the Stanley Cup
Evonne Cawley defeated Chris Evert Lloyd to win Wimbledon (Women)

Bjorn Borg beat John McEnroe in five sets to win Wimbledon (Men)

Entertainment

Ted Turner launched CNN, the first all-news network

The Record of the Year was What a Fool Believes by the Doobie Brothers

The Album of the Year was 52nd Street by Billy Joel

The Academy Award for Best Picture went to Kramer vs. Kramer, produced by Stanley R. Jaffe
Raging Bull, Ordinary People, Coal Miner’s Daughter, The Elephant Man, and Tess all came out in this
year

And The Year Was...




Snyder-Mackler wins Francis Alison Award, UD's top faculty honor

Lynn Snyder-Mackler, husband to Harlam alum Scott (Scott was the Camp doctor from 1992 through
1999), and mother to Harlam alums Alex and Noah, received the University of Delaware's highest faculty
honor: The Francis Allison Faculty Award. You can read the article written about Lynn below. Mazel
Tov, Lynn!

May 11, 2009----Lynn Snyder-Mackler, Alumni Distinguished Professor of Physical Therapy, is the 2009
recipient of the Francis Alison Faculty Award -- the University of Delaware's highest faculty honor.

Established by the Board of Trustees in 1978, the award consists of a $10,000 prize and confers
membership in the Alison Society. Snyder-Mackler is the first faculty member in the College of Health
Sciences to win the honor and the third woman among the 29 recipients of the award to date.

The Alison Award is bestowed annually to the faculty member who best characterizes "the scholar-
schoolmaster," as exemplified by the Rev. Dr. Francis Alison, who in 1743, founded the institution that is
now the University of Delaware. His first class of students became distinguished statesmen, doctors,
merchants, and scholars. Three signed the Declaration of Independence and one signed the U.S.
Constitution.

Click here to continue reading the rest of the article...

Births
We've had some very special births since the last newsletter was sent out:

Current CHAI president Joshua Laster and his wife, Erica, welcomed Isabella Robyn Laster on June 1,
2009.

Past CHAI president Pamela (Clarke) Sandonato and her husband, Aaron Sandonato, welcomed a
beautiful baby boy, Simon James Sandonato on August 8, 2009. It was only fitting that Pam gave birth on
Alumni Day 2009 and that this caused her to be absent from camp for the first time since the summer of
1985!

Nancy Sokolove (Soki) and husband Elihu Siegman gave birth to Isaiah Shlomo Sokolove Siegman, on
November 25, 2008.

Weddings and Engagements

Amanda Fefer married Adam Terranova on April 18, 2009.

Jessica Kustoff married Santino Carnevale on august 15, 2009

Rachel King married Jay Rappaport on September 6, 2009

Geoff Soffer married Joaquin Esteva over the summer

Ben Winter and Sara Shapiro, both Harlam Alums, were engaged on June 20th
David Fein and Rebecca Achterhof got engaged on August 18th

Jared Klyman and Katya Jager got engaged on September 6t



Harlam Alumni in Hollywood

! ?"f

Top row left to right: Ian Mallitz and Craig Newman; Jason Mesches in between Steve Silverman and
Kyle Rys on Carmel-Chavurah Day 1995.

Middle row left to right: Jason Mesches; Adam "Shappy" Shapiro; Jacob "Codfish" Perlin (left) and



brother Jonah Perlin at Harlam on Alumni Day 2009.
Bottom row left to right: Craig Newman and Ian Mallitz during Color War 2005; Craig Newman.

Note: We know there are a lot of Harlam Alumni who work in the entertainment industry. If you know anyone
who you think would enjoy being highlighted as part of a future "Harlam Alumni in Hollywood” please let us know
by emailing us at harlamalumni@yahoo.com.

Jason Mesches

What years were you at camp and in what capacity?
I was at camp from 1995 - 2006. Started in Carmel Boys 1 (the first "non village" Carmel) CIT 2003 and
was on staff in Galil, Kfar and Chavurah 2004-06.

What do you do now?
I'm an actor living in La.

How did you choose this line of work and what made you pick up and move out west?

I have wanted to be an actor or entertainer in some capacity since I was a very young child. I was brought
up just outside of NYC so I was surrounded by the sights and sounds of the Broadway stage. However,
once I realized that I wanted to make the jump from stage to screen, I packed my bags (with my best
friend from camp) and we drove across the country to chase the dream in Hollywood.

How was the transition from east coast to California?
Easier than I thought. Although, I would be lying if I said that I didn't miss the seasons - and the cold
weather. Out here we live in a Matt Stamm nightmare where it really does feel like summertime forever.

If you could have any color war theme what would it be?

This is a question that cuts deep to the core of me. My whole camp career I dreamt of a day where I'd see
"Rugrats" as the theme. Blue Tommy, Red Chuckie, Green Phil & Lil, and Gold Angelica. Captain Spike
(or if there were two captains - Captains Stu and Didi). But, by the time I became a general in 2006 the
theme was SO dated that we feared the campers would not understand it.

If you could build one structure in camp, what would you build?

Two words: mini golf. Where you ask? On the boys tennis courts. I'd even work at camp for a summer if
they built it. In that grand tradition of naming people in camp after the job they have, clearly I would be
Mini Golf Mesch.

Which camp meal was the best? Pierogies, grilled cheese, pizza, or something else?
I was always a sucker for yellow meal. (and I don't think this has happened for a long while, but we used
to get Mallowmars on the regular for milk squad back in Sharon, and that was AWESOME).

Speaking of meals, did you ever take part in any pierogie eating contests?
I did. I was never good at it. However, a guy my year named Brian Umansky sticks out in my mind as a
legendary eater of the fried camp delicacy.

It is often said that experiences at camp have a big impact in shaping the type

of person you become. Do you agree with this statement and if so, how would you be different

if you never attended camp?

There is no doubt in my mind that camp has shaped so much about who I am. Camp has played a major
role in my Jewish life, social life and my career. My closest friends in the world to this day are my camp
friends. In fact, when I first made the move to Hollywood I called my old CIT and said, "Hey Shappy, I
don't know if you remember me, but I was one of your campers and I'm here in LA now. I'd love to get



together and talk about life in Hollywood." - and like we never left that filthy Sharon bunk, he invited me
over. Also, I'm pretty sure I wouldn't be an actor today if it weren't for my fine training and work in
Joseph and Betty Harlam's productions of Really Rosie, Oliver, Charlie Brown, etc. Truly Tony Award
winning performances.

What advice would you give someone wanting to pick up and move out west to act, produce, etc...?
You gotta go with your gut and follow your dream. If you want to be an actor, train hard, take some
classes, save up some money, and move on out. That being said, if you can see yourself doing ANY
OTHER JOB, I promise it'll probably be easier to break into.

Frisbee golf or shoe golf?
Shoe golf. Straight up.

Chapel on the Hill or Chapel in the Woods?

I was always partial to the rare Saturday morning on the hill. (usually this occured when it has rained the
night before, but the benches on the hill got enough sun to dry up - and anything beat having services in
the beit).

General Store or Beltzville?
Do kids still get to go to the General Store? I heard it burned down.

If the walls in the bunks could talk, what would they say?
"... every time you have a shutter war, a little piece of me breaks."

If you could make a movie of the first 50 years of Harlam, who would be the main characters and
which actors/actresses would play them?

Frank Langella or Richard Dreyfuss could probably pull off Arie. I'm fine with anything so long as Jacob
"Codphish" Perlin could reprise his 2003 cit variety show performance as Yoni the cook.

as for the rest, I'd have Merryl Streep play Shirley Collin

The Rock would play Gary

Jonah Hill to play a young Alex Grumbacher

Jacob Perlin to play Yoni

Nicole Kidman to play a young Menshe Goldblatt

Is there anything you'd like to add?
If anyone knows a girl named Montana that went to camp would you let her know that I had a wonderful
time at the Carmel '95 dance? Thanks.

Editor's note: During the editing of this newsletter we found out that Jason will be on The Big Bang Theory
on CBS this fall!

Jacob "Codfish" Perlin

What years were you at camp and in what capacity?
1994-2004 Camper, CIT, Staff

What do you do now?
I work at Universal Pictures for a Studio Executive

How did you choose this line of work and what made you pick up and
move out west?
Majored in Film at School



How was the transition from east coast to California?
Great. Drove across the country right after I graduated college with camp legend
Jason Mesches and the rest was History.

If you could have any color war theme what would it be?
Flemish Painters

If you could build one structure in camp, what would you build?
Movie Theater. Plan on it for 2018

Which camp meal was the best? Pierogies, grilled cheese, pizza, or
something else?
Yellow meal. Chicken pattties is still my favorite dish.

It is often said that experiences at camp have a big impact in shaping the type

of person you become. Do you agree with this statement and if so, how

would you be different if you never attended camp?

I am who I am because of camp. Camp gave me the confidence, ruach, and passion to enjoy life, Judaism,
and reach for my goals.

What advice would you give someone wanting to pick up and move
out west to act, produce, etc...?
Call me, seriously.

Frisbee golf or shoe golf?
At camp shoe golf.

Chapel on the Hill or Chapel in the Woods?
On the hill, is that a joke? You should have written Hill, Woods, or Beit in the rain.

General Store or Beltzville?
That's a tough one, but I'm gonna have to go with Beltzville.

If you could make a movie of the first 50 years of Harlam, who
would play Arie?
Richard Dreyfuss, it would be the next Mr. Hollands Opus.

Is there anything you'd like to add?
You will always miss camp,but it will never leave you.

Ian Mallitz

What years were you at camp and in what capacity?
1992 - Chavurah Camper

1993 - Isreal

1994 - CIT

1995 & '96 - Counselor

1997 - Galil Assistant Unit Head

1998 - Galil Unit Head

1999 - 2001 Assistant Director / NFTY Par Advisor
2002 - Assistant Kitchen Director



What do you do now?

I make TV shows. I'm very excited to be producing a new "responsible" reality show with Tony Danza,
here in Philly of all places. Mr. Danza has gone back to school and will be teaching 10th grade English at
Philadelphia's Northeast High School (....and yes, Tony can speak English very well, despite popular
belief.)

How did you choose this line of work and what made you pick up and move out west?

Heading West and leaving everything that was familiar to me wasn't as difficult as I thought it was going
to be. After living on the road and working in various capacities within the live music world, my old
college buddy and former Camp Harlam co-staff member Eric Weingrad offered me a position on a new
TV show he was Producing. I needed a change in my life and figured I was young enough, single enough
and broke enough to throw caution to the wind. I also like to drive from coast to coast by myself on a
shoe string budget....makes for some really good stories.

How was the transition from east coast to California?

I am one of the luckiest people in the world. I have now and have always had an amazing group of
friends who have never held themselves back from doing what they have always wanted to do......even if
it meant moving far away from their original support systems. By the time I ended up moving to LA, one
of my best friends from Harlam, Craig Newman and the aforementioned Eric Weingrad had built
themselves an amazing microcosm of friends and family in Los Angeles that took me in immediately. To
this day, I can't thank Craig and Eric enough for bringing me into their world and making me feel so
comfortable right from the start.

If you could have any color war theme what would it be?

hmmmmmm......I would have to say STOMACH AILMENTS is one of my favorite things to talk about, so
STOMACH AILMENTS it would be.

RED - HEARTBURN

BLUE - LACTOSE INTOLERANCE

GREEN - NAUSEA

GOLD - GASS

Rabbi Ben David and I would share Captain responsibilities.

If you could build one structure in camp, what would you build?

I always thought that when I could afford it, I would help donate and build just that very thing. Consider
the back 9 taken care of......... in a few years that is.

Which camp meal was the best? Pierogies, grilled cheese, pizza, or something else?

Anything that Chefs Yoni Funis, David Goldwhite or Shavit Moshe were responsible for making.
Gershman and I did what we could to help, but those guys made the magic happen. I wans't around for
Jimmy's cooking, but I hear it was ridiculous.

Speaking of meals, did you ever take part in any pierogie eating contests?
Naw....i just liked watching 4 foot nothing, Sarah "Strawberry Stuff" Schwartz put down about a thousand
of those things a sitting. Pure Awesome!

It is often said that experiences at camp have a big impact in shaping the type of person you become.
Do you agree with this statement and if so, how would you be different if you never attended camp?

I can't imagine what my life would be like, or where I would be today had I never attended Camp
Harlam. Without the relationships I was able to make, foster and maintain or the education I was
exposed to, I wouldn't be the man I am toady. My adult life has been effected greatly by the friendships I
made and the trouble I got myself into while spending my summers immersed in the pure enthusiasm of



camp. I mean c'mon......Stephanie Ziev and Ross Martin can back me up when I say that producing TV
shows IS exactly the same as writing evening programs......the only difference is the budget you get to
work with :)

What advice would you give someone wanting to pick up and move out west to act, produce, etc...?
Follow your dreams, no matter where you need to go just to keep up with them. Listen to your heart and
don't be afraid to take chances. I also recommend calling Adam "Cheese Weenie" Goldmacher, Avram
Mandell and Jessy Gross to ask if you can sleep on their floors while your getting your s--t together.

Frisbee golf or shoe golf?
Please.....shoes are for feet, FROLF is for KINGS!

General Store or Beltzville?

I used to LOVE going to Beltsville, but after working full time at Harlam and taking hundreds of kids
there each summer, I can honestly say that Beltzville Lake is one of the creepiest places on the planet. I'll
take a big bag of Swedish Fish please, any day.

If the walls in the bunks could talk, what would they say?
Something to effect of ....... "Oh my God.....I had no idea Peter Rigler was into that!?!"

If you could make a movie of the first 50 years of Harlam, who would be the main characters and
which actors/actresses would play them?

Good question indeed. Very difficult to make a final call on this one. Here is how I would cast the
Supervisors:

Arie Gluck - (could be played by any and all of the following)

- Jack Lemmon

- Jack Nicholson

- Jack Black

Gary Gershman played by Bill Bixby AND Lou Ferrigno

Ian Weitzman played by Steve Carell

Ben Wachstein played by Rainn Wilson

Neil Rigler played by Neil Young

Stefanie Ziev played by Janeane Garofalo

Pam Clarke played by Janeane Garofalo

Josh Laster played by Anthony Edwards (or Vin Diesel.....depends on the summer)
Shirley Collin played by Molly Shannon

Lisa Jablon played by Janet Jackson

Sandy & Phil Umansky played respectively by Roseanne Barr & Jon Goodman
Larry & Sandy Knappenberger played by Ben Affleck & Jennifer Garner

And featuring JON LOVITZ as the lovable, the incomparable, the "still at camp every summer" JOSH

Adam "Shappy" Shapiro

What years were you at camp and in what capacity?
1987-2001, Carmel A to Staff Member, stopping JUST shy of assistant Unit Head.

What do you do now?
Daydream about being back at camp. I have basically figured out how to make a career out of making
those Color War comedy videos. Once they took them out of color war, I knew there was only one place I



could go...Hollywood.

How did you choose this line of work and what made you pick up and move out west?

Doing a scene from Les Mis in the C.I.T. Variety show gave me an amazing feeling inside. I've been
chasing that feeling ever since. So I became an actor. I still haven't achieved that feeling again. Guest
starring on Suite Life of Zack and Cody came really, really close but not all the way there. I guess that
neither Zack, Nor Cody, can replace the feeling of performing with one, Mathew Soffer.

How was the transition from east coast to California?
Other than the lack of good cheesesteak places and WAWA, piece of cake.

If you could have any color war theme what would it be?

I guess it depends on whether or not it has to be a Jewish specific theme. In the old School, you could
have a color theme like cereals or genres of music. Then, around the time I left, it was all about the Jewish
theme, resulting in a couple ridiculous theme's like "People IN Places IN Israel". I mean, maybe some
people LOVED that theme, but I just had a hard time yelling "Gooooo Green Dental Hygienists from
Ramat Gan!!" at the swim meet. Not that my teammate could hear me in the water, anyone who has ever
been in a color war swim meet knows, you don't hear anything when you're the one swimming. It's pure
focus. And you only pop up for air when you realize you've been going diagonal the entire time and are
now in the diving area and the Red team has already won. I guess I would want to be a general in a "Med
Call" themed color war. I'd be the General of "Blue Claritin".

If you could build one structure in camp, what would you build?
A Rita's Water Ice Shack. Or mecca.

Which camp meal was the best? Pierogies, grilled cheese, pizza, or something else?

Best tasting or best time? Best tasting was pizza, by far. I don't know what it is about that pizza, but
nothing tasted better, that serving tray would go around the table and back to the waiter faster than you
could say "Guys, we don't clean the porch with AJAX!!! ..GUYS!!!" On the other hand, best time, is,
hands down, pierogies. Because that was when we'd have the eating contests and Sarah Schwartz would
CLEAN HOUSE! Before there was Joey Chestnut and Kobiashi, there was Sarah Schwartz. I'm pretty
sure in Golan she had over 50 at one lunch.

Speaking of meals, did you ever take part in any pierogie eating contests?

I'kind of started to answer this in the last question, but I wasn't really the eating contest type, as much as I
was the homesick kid crying at the overflow table...type. In Galil, I tried to eat 4 popsicles and ended up
throwing up all over the 4 hottest girls in Girls 3. Needless to say, our Boys 1/Girls 3 machanaim game
later that afternoon was AWKWARD.

It is often said that experiences at camp have a big impact in shaping the type of person you become.
Do you agree with this statement and if so, how would you be different if you never attended camp?

I totally agree. Because of camp, I can walk into ANY general store and feed a small village for just $2.50.
And I wouldn't get change...oh no, if that bill came out to $2.38, and you're the cashier, I suggest you start
counting 12 Swedish Fish. If it wasn't for camp, I'd be walking around with 12 useless cents wishing they
were all Swedish Fish.

What advice would you give someone wanting to pick up and move out west to act, produce, etc...?
Host UNIQUE for two summers before you move out here, once you've done that, there isn't a thing in
Hollywood that will phase you.

Frisbee golf or shoe golf?
Shoe. There's nothing like that post-Chugim, pre-lunch "Tzofim to the Chader Ochel Par 12"



Chapel on the Hill or Chapel in the Woods?
For services?

General Store or Beltzville?
No difference, I spent the entire time at both stuffing my face with Twizzlers and Cow Tails. If I have to
choose, I'd say Beltsville because of the awkward interaction with the locals.

If the walls in the bunks could talk, what would they say?

If you could make a movie of the first 50 years of Harlam, who would play Arie?
Gerard Butler.

Is there anything you'd like to add?
Yes, if this Harlam movie does get made, can I play either Adam Rosenberg or the goofiest guy in the
Israeli Scouts Caravan?

Craig Newman

What years were you at camp and in what capacity?
From 1988 until 1999. I started in Arava and went all the way thru Chavurah then went on the Israel trip,
was a CIT, a counselor for 3 summers and then the Song Leader.

What do you do now?
I'm a music booking agent. Basically I book concerts and concert tours.

How did you choose this line of work and what made you pick up and move out west?

I moved out west on a whim. Post graduation I wasn't doing much; sorta bounced around for a year. I
knew I wanted to be around the entertainment biz in some capacity. Actually it was at Camp Harlam in
the summer of 1998 that I first had a conversation about LA with Eric Weingrad. He and I were sitting in
front of the moadon talking about life and we each commented that we'd love to move to LA one day.
For the next year I kept that conversation in the back of my mind. One day in early October 1999 I was
sitting at my parent's house in my childhood bedroom thinking about all the crap interviews I'd gone on
for jobs I didn't want and for whatever reason I decided to call Eric. "Hey man do you ever still think
about moving to LA?" I asked. "Actually," he replied, "I'm moving there later this month. I've got room
for one more. You interested?" It was in that moment that my life would change forever. "I'min." I

said. 2 weeks later we packed up his car and a U-haul trailer and began a 10 day trip cross country. I had
no job waiting for me, no friends past Eric and three other Harlam alums Avram Mandell, Steph Ziev and
Stephanie Schwartz and no real idea what the heck I was going to do.

How was the transition from east coast to California?
Tough in the beginning because I didn't know the layout of the city and as I mentioned I had few friends.
But things got better quickly. By week four I was basically the Vice President of Los Angeles.

If you could have any color war theme what would it be?
All U Can Eat Buffets. Red Sizzler, Blue Ponderosa , Golden Corral, Green Hometown Buffet

It is often said that experiences at camp have a big impact in shaping the type of person you become.
Do you agree with this statement and if so, how would you be different if you never attended camp?
Camp Harlam shaped me as a person. My experiences at camp taught me to be an individual and
reinforced the faith instilled in me by my parents.



What advice would you give someone wanting to pick up and move out west to act, produce, etc...?
You must fully commit. It's real easy to move your life to LA, initially fail and just give up. You have to
believe in what you're out here to do. There are long and rough roads leading through the path to
success. But always keep in touch with your friends, especially your camp friends and you can make it
happen

Frisbee golf or shoe golf?
Frisbee golf. Ian Mallitz, Adam Goldmacher and I play out here. Great courses and a great way to bond.

Thank you Jason, Jacob, Ian, Shappy, and Craig! We appreciate you all taking the time to catch us up on
your lives and looking forward to seeing you soon!

As always, we hope you enjoyed this newletter, and again have a happy and healthy new year!

Shana Tova,

Camp Harlam Alumni International
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